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The Implicature and Its Inference Mechanism of Questions in

Diplomatic Language—from the Perspective of Polyphony
Ju Chen & Yuan Yulin

Abstract: This paper uses the speeches of the Foreign Ministry Spokesperson at Regular Press Conferences
during December 2019 as the material to analyze the polyphonic structure of questions in diplomatic language. We
found that questions in diplomatic language have brought complex polyphonic structure and implicature to the
discourse. These different voices express different opinions and are from different sources. According to certain
pragmatic principles, certain opinions were clearly denied while certain opinions were affirmed. Finally, we
pointed out that it is the polyphonic structure that helped shape a polite and powerful style of diplomatic language.

Keywords: diplomatic language, polyphony, inquiry/rhetorical question, implicature, inference mechanism,

politeness principle
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